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DEPARTMENT,oF TRANSPORTA nON 

Federal Aviation Administration 

t4 CFR Part 91 

[Docket No. 24394: Arndt. No. 91-2031 
.. : J. '"~ • 

Special Federal Aviation Regulation 
No. 47; Special Flight Authorization for 
Noise Restricted Aircraft 

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), DOT. 
ACTION: Final rule. 

SUMMARY: Special Federal Aviation 
Regulation (SFAR) 47 provides for 
limited issuance of special flight 
authorizations to conduct certain 
nonrevenue operations that are 
otherwise prohibited by the Part 91, 
Subpart E, noise restrictions. The 
current rule expires on December 31, 
1987. This rule extends SFAR 47 through 
December 31, 1989, and requires all 
requests for special flight authorizations 
to be submitted in writing' at least five 
days prior to the date the applicant 
wishs to conduct its flight. The FAA 
does not plan to extend the SF AR 
beyond January 1, 1990. 
DATES: Effective date of this amendment 
is January 1, 1988. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Mrs. Laurette Fisher, Noise Policy and 
Regulatory Branch (AEE-110), Noise 
Abatement Division, Office of 
Environment and Energy, Federal 
Aviation Administration, 800 
Independence Ave., SW., Washington, 
DC 20591, telephone: (202) 267-3561. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

Under Part 91 of the Federal Aviation 
Regulations (FAR), on or after January 1, 
1985, no person may operate a civil 
subsonic turbojet airplane with 
maximum weight of more than 75,000 
pounds to or from an airport in the 
United Stales unless that airplane has 
been shown to comply with Stage 2 or 
Stage 3 noise levels under FAR Part 36. 
This restriction applies to U.S. registered 
aircraft that have standard 
airworthiness certificates and foreign 
registered aircraft that would be 
required to have a U.S. standard 
airworthiness certificate in order to 
conduct the operations intended for the 
airplane were it registered in the United 
States. SFAR 47 was adopted February 
26, 1985. (50 FR 7751, February 26. 1985) 
to permit certain operations of noise 
restricted aircraft without a formal grant 

of exemption under FAR Part 11. The 
FAA has determ~ned this process to be 
cost beneficial and time-efficient both to 
the government and the private sector. 
On December 31, 1986, FAA extended 
SFAR 47 for a one year period until 
December 31, 1987. 

This rule amends section 3 of SF AR 47 
to require the applicant for a special 
flight authorization to submit its request 
in writing five days before that 
applicant's requested flight date. 

This rule amends section 5 of SF AR 47 
to extend the regulation to December 31, 
1989. Extension beyond that date is not 
necessary because, by that date, most 
non-compliant Stage 1 aircraft will 
either have been modified to meet Stage 
2 noise standards or be out of service. 

Paperwork Reduction Act 

The reporting requirements contained 
in this regulation have been approved 
by the Office of Management and 
Budget under the provisions of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980 (Pub. 
L. 96-511) and have been assigned OMB 
Control Number. 

Review of Comments 

These amendments are based on 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking No. 87-9 
published in the Federal Register on 
September 16, 1987 (52 FR 179). 
Interested persons have been afforded 
the opportunity to participa te in the 
development of all aspects of this 
rulemaking by submitting written 
comments to the public regulatory 
docket. The period for submitting 
comments closed October 16,1987. One 
comment was received which supported 
the proposal. This amendment and the 
reasons for its adoption are the same as 
those contained in Notice 87-9, and, 
unless otherwise indicated, the 
proposals contained in the Notice have 
been adopted without change. 

Economic Impact 

This rule has minimal economic 
impact. The rule provides an alternative 
from the exemption process for certain 
operations, reducing administrative 
costs upon opera tors and the FAA. 
While the operations are not without 
some noise costs, these costs can be 
characterized as trivial, since the 
number of operations at anyone airport 
will be extremely low in number. 

Even though benefits will exceed 
costs for this proposal. the FAA finds 
that the SFAR is not likely to have 
significant economic impact upon a 

substantial number of small entities. The 
basis for this is the very low number of 
requests which FAA foresees as a result 
of the adoption of this proposal. This 
number should not exceed twenty over 
the life of the regulation. Accordingly, 
preparation of a full regulatory 
evaluation is not required. 

Lists of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 91 

Air carriers, Aviation safety, Safety, 
Aircraft, Aircraft pilots, Air traffic 
control. Pilots, Airspace, Air 
transportation, Airworthiness directives 
and standards. 

Environmental Analysis 

Pursuant to Department of 
Transportation "Policies and Procedures 
for Considering Environmental Impacts" 
(FAA Order 1050.10), a Finding of No 
Significant Impact has been prepared. 
The changes proposed in this rule do not 
significantly affect the quality of the 
human environment. 

Conclusion 

The rule has minimal economic 
consequences. Accordingly, for reasons 
stated earlier the FAA has determined 
that: (1) The amendment does not 
involve a major rule under Executive 
Order 12291: (2) the amendmenl is not 
significant nor does it require a 
Regulatory Evaluation under DOT 
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44 
FR 11034, February 26. 1979): and (3) it is 
certified that under the criteria of the 
Regulatory Flexibility Act that the 
amendment will not have significant 
economic impact on a substantial 
number of small entities. In addition, 
this rule will have little or no impact on 
trade opportunities for u.S. firms doing 
business overseas, or for foreign firms 
doing business in the United States. 

The Final Rule 

Accordingly, the FAA amends Part 91 
of the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 
CFR Part 91) by amending Special 
Federal Aviation Regulation (SFAR]47 
as follows; effective January 1, 1988: 

I PART 91-GENERAL OPERATING AND 
FLIGHT RULES 

1. The authority citation for Part 91 is 
revised to read as set forth below and 
the authority citations following Special 
Federal Aviation Regulation 47 are 
removed: 

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 1301(7). 1303. 1344, 
1348.1352 through 1355, 1401, 1421 through 
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1431, 1471. 1472, 1502, 1510, 1522, and 2121 
through 21 25; Articles 12. 29, 31, and 32(a) of 
the Convention on International Civil 
Avia ti on (61 Sta t. 1180); 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq ... 
E.O . 11514; 49 U.S.C. l06{S) {Revised Pub. L. 
97-449, January 21, I9B3}. 

SFAR 47-AMENDED 

2. Paragraph 31il is amended to read 
as follows: 

(jJ Written requests must be received 
five days prior to requested flight date. 

3. Pa ragraph 5 is amended by deleting 
the word "1987" and substituting the 
word "1989" in its place. 

Is sued at Washington. DC. on December 9, 
1987. . 

T. Allan McArtor. 
Administrator. 
[FR Doc. 87-28710 Fil~d 12-14-87; 8:45 am] 
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